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previously been sent as ambassador to Spain and Prussia.1 The main
objects of Golitzin's mission were to report fully to St Petersburg on the
situation in Persia and to induce Nadir to terminate the truce with Turkey.
Golitzin, after being received by Nadir, reported that the latter's attitude
was most difficult, as he was very much on his dignity and resented being
asked to take any action ; much tact and patience were therefore essential.2

Although Nadir agreed at first to Golitzin's request that, in the event
of Turkey making war upon Russia, Persia would attack Turkey, he
afterwards procrastinated and clouded the issue by making inquiries
respecting other matters* When Golitzin said that Russia was prepared
to assist Persia, Nadir thanked him, but said that he did not see how he
could avail himself of this offer if the Russians would not go to Shamakhi
or Baghdad, If circumstances arose that involved a rupture with Turkey,
he hoped to deal'with the Turks without help from abroad ; if he suc-
ceeded, he would advance through Anatolia to Constantinople, and then
Russia could attack Turkey from the other side.8 Golitzin further re-
ported that Nadir was angry with Russia because she had not given up
Darband and Baku, although Russia, under the terms of the 1732 treaty,
was really within her rights in retaining those two places so long as the
Turks remained in possession of Adharbaijan, Armenia and Georgia.

As nothing further had been heard from Turkey respecting the rati-
fication of the treaty and the restoration of the occupied territory, Nadir
set out for the Turkish frontier on the I2th Muharram 1147 (i4th June,
1734). Accompanied by Prince Golitzin and his suite, he marched
via Gulpayagan to Hamadan ; it seemed that, up to his arrival at the
latter town, he had intended advancing on Baghdad via Kirmanshah.4
On leaving Hamadan, however, he marched to Sinandij and Maragha.
The main, if not the only, reason for this change of plan was that, just
before leaving he had received word from a Persian agent in Russia that
the Russian court had ordered the Georgian ex-king Vakhtang and his
son Bakar6 to go to Darband whence they were to set out and capture
Shamakhi and conquer Kartli for Russia,6
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